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A fotonovela about a young woman, .
an older guy, and a loving father.




Lrntroduction

Gracias Papal tells the story of 14-year-old Yaneth
and her experience with sexual coercion. Sexual coer-
cion is when someone 1ries to sway or pressure you
into having sex when you do not want to. Gometimes
adults try to pressure teenagers info having sex.
When this happens, the adult is taking advantage of
the sexual and emotional inexperience of the teen.
Plus, whenever an adult has sex with someone under
the age of 18, he or she is breaking the law.

An unwanted sexual relationship can also be harmful
to your health. It can lead to unwanted pregnancy,
infections spread by sexual activity, low self-esteem,
shame, guilt, and anxiety.

s you read this novela, see if you can spot some of
the coercive behavior Pavid uses with Yaneth.
Knowing how to spot and react to this kind of behav-
ior can help reduce your, or even a friend's, chance of

being in an unhealthy relationship.



At her dad’s company picnic, Yaneth & friend Maria can’t take their eyes

off of Pavid, dad’s hew employee.

Who i that hot guy? \
i\
¥ ]
I A II

T think he just started working for | -
my dad...some guy hamed Pavid.

Let’s go introduce ourselves.
O
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How about I give you a soda and
you Zive me hames and numbers?

Como no... soda por favor.
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TPorque no? Soy Yaneth. And
this is my friend Maria.

Yaneth, dads looking for you.
T

ime to 20 home.

. (0] 4 fhrique. Mucho
gusto, Pavid..




Later that night at the movies..

QOh ho, T can't believe he
actually showed up..now
what?

T don't think so. I promised dad I'd call

him as soon as the movie was over.

You don't think he'd meet us, do
you?

Hola chic e for a lift? "q

as! Care

Thanks. Yaneth and 1
want fo walk. Besides,
our parents fold us
never to talk to
strangers.

Tt no stranger. Besides, I'm going
right through your neighborhood. et
me fake you.

Actually T told Carlos 1'd meet him
for pizza. Yani, do you mind?
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Sure, no problem




On the drive home...

You look sexy tonight. Po you always wear your heart?

Please don't

We wanted to see you,
but that doesn't mean..

'Porque no, chica? You 2uys
called me! Now, you're not
interested?

Poesn't mean what? What
does that short skirt mean?

Paddys little girl
wants to 2o home.
Pon't tease me any
more, OK?




Yani makes it home...

Waria, this is Yaneth. Call me as soon as
you get this. You won't believe what hap-
pened.

Yaneth, are you
ok? Can 1

come in?

q;j?
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| 1ts that 2uy Pavid who just started working for

~ him. We texted him and he actually showed up

outside the movies.




- | meet up with Carlos.

Never get into a car alone
with a guy you don't know, or i
1 should say, trust. You're probably right Quique.
But he’s so cute!

Yeh, hes so cute, he’s already 2ot a couple
of kids. And he’s not married to their

mothers either. They're about your age.

Pid he do anything

He wanted to, but I managed
to get him fo take me home.

You did the right
thing. Try to get
some rest now. My
lips are sealed.




Meanwhile, in mom and dad’s bedroom...

LWF\.;\’r's going on in Yaneths room?

s

actually overheard their con-
versation from the bathroom.

Apparently Pavid picked up
our Yani at the movies tonight
and drove her home.
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| Muy amable! He seems
like a nice young man.

He’s almost 15 years older
than Yaneth, mi amor.

Ts +his so different -

from you and me?

What do you mean?
What happened?

Wpparently nothing, gra-
cias a Pios, but I'm
going to talk to Pavid

tomorrow at work.

Back then, we got married younger, love,
especially in our country. Not o mention,
Pavid did not conduct himself like a nice
young man.




t day at dad’s office..

Pavid, would you mind ;-‘_E !
| stopping by my office "
please?

T understand you drove my
daughter home last night.
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Yes sir. She and
Maria asked me to
meet them at the
movies.

1s that right? Isn't she a little young
for you Pavid? Yaneth is 14.
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8 T serio? She doesn't look 14! ; uf
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That's my baby you're
talking about! And you
should know there are
laws in this country
against having sex
with a minor.

Tmagine you had a daughter
Pavid. And an older guy tried
taking advantage of her. How
would that make you feel?

Bad, sir. 1+ won't
happen again.

You're right about that. T want my
Yaneth to finish high school and 2o to
college. ind I'm not ready to be a
grandfather yet.

1 trusted that you were more of a man
Pavid. I don't want 1o see you near my
daughter. Qr any other young girl for that
matter.




ter dinner that night..
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Yaneth and 1 are going out for a
walk. Quique, help your mother
clean the table, QK2

And 1 also want you to know
that what happened was not
your fault.

But papa, it was stupid.
We called him!




1 understand angel, and maybe you should
have considered the risk, but he shouldn't
have faken advantage.

T very proud of you. You
are a bright, beautiful girl
who deserves everything out
of life, including an educa-
tion, a profession, and a
mah who truly loves you.

T know. He was really pushy, but 1
2ot him fo take me home.

Grracias papal 14 going
to be hard to find a man
who loves me as much as

you dol!



Think about it...

Th this novela, Pavid tries to “coerce” Yaneth into a sexual relationship she does
not want. There are a number of signs to look for that can help you or a friend
avoid. sexual coercion. Coercion may or may not involve force or threats. The
adult may flatter, bribe, or fouch you in a “friendly” way (for example, hug you,
touch your knee, or kiss your cheek). If you object, the adult may try to make you
feel like what he or she is doing is normal and that you are being unreasonable.
Most often, the adult first “tests” you to see how you will react 4o his or her
advances. Later, the adult will try fo dismiss any doubt or objections that you may
have. Sometimes the adult may try to take you away from people who support you.
Tor example, he or she might say that you should hang out with older friends like
him or her because your friends are immature.

Pid you spot any of the following ways that Pavid used to “test” Yaneth?

* Bribes: “1 give you a soda and you give me names and numbers.”

* Flattery: “You look sexy tonight”

* Touching: Puts his arm around her.

* Guilt: “T thought you liked me. Is this how you show it?”
1f you feel that someone is trying to pressure you or a friend into an unwanted
sexual relationship, falk fo a trusted adult (for example, a parent, teacher, or
school counselon), or call the toll-free Girls and Boys Town National Hotline at
1-800-448-2000.
For more information on sexual coercion and healthy relationships visit:

wwwv.chooserespect.org

www.varapelaws.org

www.paramihjja.com



Tor more information on sexual coercion, visit

&






